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STATEMENT  (^  FACTS. 

H  .6V  ,'Br-l-H■cny^  , 

I  HAVE  been  asked  a  nfimber  of  times,  especially  within  the 
list  few  weeks,  “Why  the  Woman’s  Union  Missionary  Society 
was  formed,  and  Avherein  we  differed  from  others  ?  ”  and  as  there 
have  been  many  mis-statements  made,  I  will  try  and  explain.  Our 
Society  was  organized  because  the  Christian  ladies  here  heard 
continually  from  missionaries  in  the  field  the  great  need  of  female 
laborers ;  that  missionaries  of  every  denomination  were  needing 
woman’s  help.  Ladies  would  present  themselves  to  the  Boards, 
and  generally  the  Boards  would  refuse  to  send  them,  in  some  cases 
saying  they  did  not  believe  in  the  mission  work  of  women,  in 
others,  saying  they  had  not  the  means  to  send  all  the  ordained 
missionaries  needed,  and  they  certainly  could  not  send  women.  I 
speak  of  what  I  know.  I  had  been  a  missionary  in  Africa,  but  my 
health  utterly  failed  and  I  was  told  I  could  not  return  to  that  land, 
but  I  might  be  enabled  to  labor  in  other  fields.  I  felt  I  had  de¬ 
voted  myself  to  God  for  this  work,  and  I  wanted  to  do  it,  but 
was  told  I  could  not  be  sent. 

I  am  an  Episcopalian.  A  lady  who  went  out  to  Africa  wiih 
me,  and  whose  husband  died  there,  came  home ;  on  her  health 
being  restored,  she  told  me  she  applied  to  be  sent  out  again  but 
was  refused.  She  was  a  Presbyterian.  A  Baptist  missionary’s 
wife,  home  at  the  time,  was  urging  that  Board  to  send  out  a  lady 
for  a  school  in  another  field;  she,  too,  was  refused.  We  knew 
our  Mission  Boards  Avere  using  their  utmost  efforts  (honor  to 
them  for  it)  to  reach  the  heathen  men,  but  our  hearts  yearned 
over  our  poor  perishing  sisters*  We  knew  that,  from  the  customs 
of  the  heathen,  it  was  impossible  for  our  Ministers  to  reach  more 
than  a  very  small  portion  of  their  women. 

You  know  how  hard  it  is  for  the  wife  of  a  poor  minister  at 
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home,  with  her  household  cares,  and  her  family  of  little  ones,  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  a  pastor’s  wife ;  the  task  is  no  less  hard 
in  a  debilitating  climate  and  with  an  enfeebled  constitution.  How 
many  have  nobly  labored  and  toiled  beyond  their  powers,  and 
been  cut  off  in  the  morning  of  their  days,  the  missionary  records 
can  show.  Women  may  well  ask,  “To  what  p'urpose  is  this 
waste  of  noble  woman’s  life?”  Probably  not  one  out  of  twenty 
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of  the  missionaries  to-day  in  the  field,  that  are  of  middle  age,  but 
has  his  second  or  third  wife.  There  is  not  a  missionary’s  wife  but 
is  overworked ;  true  it  is  her  own  zeal  does  it,  but  there  ought  to 
be  others  to  relieve  her  of  this  burden.  Thousands  of  the  Chris, 
tians  of  our  land  know  little  and  care  less  about  the  actual  state 
of  things  in  the  mission  field.  While  Christians  live  in  comfort 
at  home  they  cut  down  the  salaries  of  the  missionaries  to  the 
smallest  amount  that  will  hold -body  and  soul  together.  They 
believe  that  work  and  sacrifice  should  be  done  for  Christ,  but 
they  believe  that  the  missionaries  should  be  theirs'  and  the 
Church's  substitutes  in  both  respects.  Work  and  Sacrifice^  the  lat¬ 
ter  especially,  is  all  done  for  them — they  iiave  nothing  to  do  with 
that. 

Within  the  last  few  years  the  need  of  woman’s  work  had  been 
much  felt,  so  a  number  of  Christian  ladies,  of  all  denominations, 
joined  themselves  together,  with  earnest  prayer  to  God  that 
they  might  be  able  to  help  to  supply  the  deficiency.  They  felt  how 
much  the  gospel  of  Jesus  had  done  for  woman  in  this  our  land, 
and  they  wished  to  prove  their  gratitude  to  the  Saviour,  by  ex¬ 
tending  its  blessings  to  the  degraded  of  their  own  sex  in  foreign 
lands.  They  knew  full  well,  that  to  elevate  a  people  you  must 
reach  the  mothers.  When  we  began  we  heard  that  the  most 
pressing  need  for  our  efforts  was  in  India,  that  to  the  hitherto 
secluded  homes  of  the  highest  caste  ladies  of  that  land  one  or 
two  English  ladies  had  just  penetrated,  and  they  wrote  to  us 
urging  us  to  help  them  in  that  work.  The  word  Zenana  was  a 
word  almost  unknown,  even  to  our  missionaries,  and  no  American 
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had  ever  entered  one.  It  was  to  these  Ave  directed  our  first 
efforts.  The  different  Boards  laughed  and  scoffed  at  out 
puny  attempts,  (for  we  began  in  weakness,  leaning  on  an  x\l- 
mighty  Power) ;  they  said  it  was  iriipossible  for  us  to  succeed, 
that  single  women  could  ngt  make  homes  for  themselves,  that 
they  would  not  be  respected,  that  all  our  work  ought  to  be  done 
through  them,  etc.  We  quietly  pursued  our  course  ;  we  really 
did  have  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  it  Avas  possible  that  Avoman 
might  knoAV  hoAv  to  teach  and  to  reach  Avoman,  as  Avell  as  men 
could.  We  trusted  only  in  God,  and  he  has  blessed  our  Avork. 
For  years  Ave  huA'c  gone  along  thus  quietly,  the  Boards  ignoiing 
our  AVork  entirely.  Now,  that  it  has  groAvn  to  such  proportions, 
that  they  can  no  longer  ignore,  they  try  to  decry  us,  and  say 
that  Ave  Avere  not  needed,  that  they  were  doing  the  Avork  before. 

The  Work,  especially,  Ave  speak  of  the  Zenana  Work  noAv,  no 
Avierican  ever  did  before  us,  and  others  are  only  just  commencing 
it  at  this  time. 

Now  to  statistics.  North  of  us,  the  nearest  American  mission¬ 
aries  are  at  Allahabad,  (please  take  out  a  good  map  of  India  and 
examine,)  a  distance  about  as  great  as  betAveen  New  York  and 
Chicago,  South  of  us  there  are  three  or  four  Free-Avill  Baptists 
and  their  Avives,  and  none  others  till  you  come  to  the  Arcot  Mis* 
sion,  Avhere  are  the  noble  brothers  Scudder  and  their  Avives ;  and 
considerable  to  the  south  of  them,  in  the  Madura  district,  are  the 
missionaries  of  the  American  Board. 

Please  look  .at  the  map  and  see  these  distances.  I  have  yet  to 
learn  of  the  frst  zenana  being  opened  by  any  ladies  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Board.  I  have  been  repeatedly  Avritten  to  by  Mrs.  Lord, 
(noAV  in  this  country),  Mrs.  Capron,  Mrs.  Tracy  and  others  urg¬ 
ing  me  to  go  doAvn  there  and  make  them  a  Ausit,  and  see  if  I 
could  not  help  them,  or  put  them  in  the  AAmy  of  obtaining  entrance 
to  these  homes,  and  had  not  the  distance  been  so  great  I  should 
have  gone.  In  fact  the  Presidency  of  Madras  is  so  far  behind 
others  that  it  is  called  “Madras  the  benighted.”  When  I  left 
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India  a  year  ago  I  bad  not  heard  of  one  zenana  opened  there— 
there  may  have  been  since. 

At  Orissa — Midnapore,  (please  look  on  the  map  again,)  where 
the  Free-will  Baptists  are,  about  three  years  or  more  ago  the  la¬ 
dies  Avrote  to  me,  begging  me  to  go  and  help  them  start  zenana 
work  there.  Gladly,  joyfully  1  went,  carrying  materials  for  fancy 
work,  trying  to  teach  them  all  I  knew  and  help  them  to  the  best 
of  my  ability.  The  work  is  flourishing  there  now.  Strange  that 
it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  they  would  be  intruding  or  infringing 
ii])on  our  work,  as  wo  were  onhj  two  hundred  miles  apart.  But 
this  really  did  not  occur  to  me ;  1  supposed  that  1  had  been  sent 
out  to  do  all  that  in  me  lay  to  help  to  seek  and  to  save  poor  lost 
souls.  I  did  not  suppose  that  I  was  sent  out  to  make  a  great  name 
for  one  Society.  I  went  out  hoping  to  work  for  the  Master,  and 
that  both  I  and  those  who  sustained  me  were  working  for  Christ, 
not  for  a  name  and  praise  amongst  men.  1  had  thought,  in  my 
io-norance,  that  this  Avas  Avhat  missionaries  and  mission  societies 
Avorked  for ;  to  my  sorroAv  I  have  learnt  differently  lately. 

Noav  to  the  North,  about  four  years  ago,  Mr.  Walsh  wrote  to 
me,  urging  me  to  send  up  a  lady  to  Allahabad  for  zenana  Avork. 
I  had  none  to  send.  They  said  the  AA^ork  must  be  begun  amongst 
the  Bengalees.  The  Bengalees,  as  a  people  are  in  advance  in  edu¬ 
cation  and  civilization  of  any  other  people  of  India ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  in  Government  offices,  or  railways,  take  any  station  or  posi¬ 
tion  of  trust.  Where  you  find  Bengalees,  they  Avish  for  edu¬ 
cation  for  their  Avomen ;  if  they  begin,  others  Avill  follow  their 
example.  Noav,  Mr.  Walsh  urged  that  one  of  our  ladies  come 
and  begin  the  work  among  the  Bengalee  Avomen,  trusting  that 
aftei’Avards  the  Hindoos  Avould  learn  also ;  and  this  has  been  so. 
I  do  not  think  that  there  is  a  single  American  missionary,  male 
or  female,  except  the  Free-will  Baptists  and  ourselves,  that  know 
the  Bengalee  language.  Our  zenana  work  is  among  them.  I 
saw  the  other  day  that  the  nath'e  population  of  Bengal  Avas  over 
40,000,000.  Lady  Muir,  the  Avife  of  the  governor  of  the  North- 
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West,  joined  her  solicitations  Avitli  others  to  JNIr.  Walsh’s,  and 
she  promised  that  the  English  ladies’  society  there  Avould  fur¬ 
nish  our  teacher  with  a  conveyance  and  pay  its  expenses,  if  I 
would  only  send  a  lady  from  our  Calcutta  work.  They  have  done 
this  ever  since.  So,  just  two  years  ago  (Mrs.  Walsh  Avas  then  here 
in  this  country),  I  went  up  to  Allahabad  and  ojAened  the  first  ze¬ 
nana,  and  I  left  one  lady  at  work  there  from  our  mission,  in  Cal¬ 
cutta.  For  two  or  three  months  she  Avorked  alone,  but  since 
then  there  have  been  two  together.  Last  March,  Avhen  I  left 
Allahabad,  Mrs.  Walsh  had  recently  returned  to  India;  she  then 
had  not  one  zenana.  I  have  heard  since  that  she  has  some,  but  I 
do  not  think  she  can  have  many,  as  she  continually  visits  those 
belonging  to  our  society ;  and,  if  she  had  many  of  her  OAvn  to 
teach,  she  could  not  find  time  to  visit  those  belonging  to  others. 
At  least,  Ave  never  find  time  to  do  this,  and,  if  we  had  the  time, 
Ave  should  not  think  it  polite  to  do  this,  except  at  the  request  of 
the  teacher. 

Allahabad  is  a  city  with  several  hundred  thousand  inhabitants 
— I  do  not  know  how  many  ;  Mrs.  Walsh  understands  the  Hin¬ 
di,  our  ladies  the  Bengalee  language ;  surely  there  is  room 
enough  for  both.  Perhaps  you  Avill  say — “  Why,  I  saw  in  a  let¬ 
ter  (in  the  ‘Foreign  Missionary,’)  two  years  ago,  from  Mr. 
Walsh,  such  and  such  statements.”  Thus  “a  missionary  says 
thus,”  or  a  missionary  says  so.”  This  was  under  the  head  “  Ze¬ 
nana  work,”  leading  you  to  infer  that  it  Avas  a  missionary  of  the 
Presbyterian  Board  says  thus  and  so.  But,  let  me  tell  you,  that 
every  one  of  those  things  Avere  just  Avhat  I  had  told  him  about 
our  work ;  but  you  see  not  one  Avord  is  said  about  our  Society, 
but  in  the  Avay  the  article  is  worded,  it  Avould  lead  you  to  infer  that 
these  facts  belonged  to  them.  Again,  the  letter  says,  speaking 
of  our  Avork  in  Jeypore,  which  is  a  glorious  work  supported  and 
maintained  by  a  native  prince,  “  The  European  ladies  have  such 
and  such  a  AVork ;  ”  the  letter  does  not  say  “  Miss  Brittan,  or  the 
American  Ladies’  Society,”  but  “  the  European  ladies.”  Were 
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these  mis-statements  accident  or  intention  ?  I  should  never  have 
spoken  of  this,  hut  now  Ave  are  called  upon  to  defend  ourselves. 

At  Lahore,  Futtehghur,  Mynpoorie,  and  Lodiana,  the  zenana- 
Avork,  has  in  each  place,  been  commenced  by  a  lady  most  earnest 
and  devoted  ;  butih'each  case  with  girls’  schools  besides,  and  Avith 
her  OAvn  family  of  little  ones — a  strain  upon  her  physical  and  men¬ 
tal  powers  more  than  it  A\’ill  be  possible  for  her  long  to  endure ; 
and  yet,  her  love  to  the  Master,  and  her  desire  to  bring  souls  to 
Christ,  leads  her  thus  to  overtax  herself,  because  the  fields  are 
white  to  the  harvest  and  the  laborers  are  few. 

Now,  when  our  Society  Avas  started,  our  p'an  Avas  this:  To  be 
an  independent  Board  of  ourselves,  but  to  aid  all  others  ;  as 
we  Avere  composed  of  all  denominations,  Ave  thought  aa'o  could 
help  all.  Thus,  if  a  Baptist  (or  any  other)  missionary  in  the 
field  should  Avu-ite  to  us  and  say  “There  is  a  great  opening  here 
for  women’s  Avork,  but  our  Board  cannot  atfurd  to  send  us  one; 
will  you?”  that  Ave  would  send  them  one  of  their  own  denom¬ 
ination  to  Avork  Avith  them.  That  she  should  send  home  the  re¬ 
port  of  her  Avork  to  us.  Those  Avith  Avhom  she  Avas  laboring 
could  also  send  home  to  their  Society  the  report  of  her  AVork,  sim¬ 
ply  giving  us  credit  for  Avhat  Ave  did  in  paying  her.  She  should 
be  sent  out,  sustained,  cared  for,  and  brought  ho:ne  by  our  Soci¬ 
ety  ;  she  should  give  her  services  freely  to  them,  but  if  she  were 
not  happy  Ave  could  i*emove  her.  Thus  our  Avork  was,  simply,  to 
give  woman’s  helping  hand  to  all  denominations  Avhere  she  was 
needed.  We  had  no  idea  but  Avhat  this  would  gladly  be  receh^ed. 
We  thought  a  board  of  ladies  could  better  understand  and  care 
for  the  Avants  of  their  own  sex,  as  it  has  proved.  And  strange 
anomaly  as  it  may  seem,  here  are  companies  of  Christian  men, 
Avho  profess  to  have  been  laboring  for  years  for  no  other  purpose 
but  to  convert  the  heathen;  yet, noAV  they  shoAV  you  that  they 
Avould  rather  the  heathen  should  perish  than  be  converted  by  any 
other  messengers  than  those  they  have  sent  out.  Like  those  of 
of  old,  they  Avould  call  down  fire  from  heaven  upon  those  who 
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preach  Christ,  because  they  follow  not  with  them.  If  they  listen 
they  probably  will  hear  the  Mastei*’s  voice  saying:  “Ye  know 
not  what  spirit  ye  are  of,”  You  see  it  is  not  even  bigotry  of  de¬ 
nomination,  but  it  is  the  love  of  power  and  sway  for  themselves. 
The  trouble,  as  far  as  I  can  see  is,  that  each  Board  has  too  much 
poor  human  nature  in  it,  and  wishes  to  be  a  Popedom  of  itself 
Ask  your  own  conscience,  dear  lady,  where  the  money  is  most 
needed,  which  society  will  do  the  most  good  with  it,  and  then 
prayerfully  and  gratefully  offer  it  to  your  Saviour  for  the  poor 
women  ;  for  them  it  is  needed.  Let  the  men  work  for  the  men  ; 
let  us  work  for  the  women  and  children.  I  have  written  at  length, 
but  I  felt  it  was  necessary  to  explain  our  position.  We  are  an¬ 
tagonistic  to  none,  Ave  have  offered  to  help  all,  and  quietly  to  do 
our  own  Avork  in  that  part  of  Bengal,  Avhere  we  are  so  much 
needed.  Were  there  a  thousand  other  societies  heartily  at  Avork, 
there  is  room  for  all.  It  has  been  said  that  our  Society  has  sent 
ladies  of  other  denominations  to  missionaries  of  the  boards,  much 
to  their  annoyance,  imposing  them  upon  them  and  their  families, 
not  for  support,  but  for  care  and  protection.  This  /ta.s  never  been 
done.  We  have  sent  out  three  Baptist  ladies,  but  each  of  these 
have  been  taken  out  Avith  them  by  Baptist  missionaries,  Avho 
Avished  them  to  aid  in  their  AVork.  Our  ladies  have  their  own 
homes  at  Calcutta,  Allahabad,  Peking,  and  Jeypore  ;  and  these 
are  the  only  ladies  that  Ave  have,  or  ever  have  had  out  in  the 
field,  so  that  statement  is  utterly  untrue. 

y 

Harriet  G.  BrittaN^. 


